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LNS COLLECTIVE NOTES 

September 13, 1976 marks the fifth anniver- 
sary of the massacre at Attica State Prison in 
upstate New fork e On the orders of now Vice 
President Nelson Rockefeller, state police 
stormed the prison and crushed the 5-day re- 
bellion. Thirty-nine people --prisoners and 
guards alike -- were shot and killed by the 
police on that day. Today, prisoners at Attica 
and other prisons are continuing to demand changes 
in the prison system. See packets #813, 810, 

807, and 805 for related stories. 

•* -h 'if 

Ken Light, who worked as an LNS photographer 
several years ago, has just produced a new film, 
’’Working Steel,” with Charles West. See page 8 
for a review of his film, which deals with life 
in the steel mills. We’ve also included pic- 
tures from the film in our graphics section „ 
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(See graphics n this packet and in #813- ) 

MAO TSETUNG: PASSING OF A GREAT TEACHER 
by George C. Hildebrand 

NEW YORK (LNS) — The death of Chairman Mao 
Tsetung removes from the world scene the most impor- 
tant revolutionary leader since Lenin As Chairman 
of the Communist Party of China since 1935, Mao 
exorcised decisive influence on the events that 
shaped modern China: the resistance war against 
Japanese imperialism, the civil war against Chiang 
Kai shek, the founding of the People's Republic of 
China, and the militant conr ronta t ion with the 
policies of the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Although Mao's leadership sc*, the direction 
for the world's most populous country over the 
last half-century, his lnfiuene tar exceeded the 
- . of China It is fitting that he wished 

to be remembered primarily as a teacher, for the 
extreme clarity and rigorous honesty of his thought 
will continue to guide the practice of revolution- 
aries in all the corners oi che glebe. 

Central to all of Mao’s work is the idea of 
struggle -- the necessity to confront and overcome 
the forces that retard the development of human 
society. Born in 1894 into a family of middle-level 
peasants, Mao learned at an early age that "to 
rebel it justified" when he successfully stood up 
to his oppressive father. As a young man, Mao noted 
the stultifying influence of China's classical 
education on its youth, and the incompetence of the 
country's leadership in resisting che encroachment 
of Western and Japanese imperialism. 

Format ion of the Party 

For many young Chinese it the time, the Soviet 
October Revolution of 1917 demonstrated that a 
moribund nation could be revived by a disciplined 
organization having a correct analysis of its 
situation. Thus in July, 1921, Mao be 'me one of 
the founders of the Communist Parly oi China. (Chou 
En-lai , who died earlier this year, organized the 
French section of the Party in Paris at the same 
time. ) 

China's situation at that time required the 
leadership of a revolutionary party. Although Sun 
Yat-sen's progressive government was still in being, 
it was confined to Canton in south China, without 
a solid base secure from the whims of local war- 
lords. The rest of the country was dominated by 
corrupt war-lords who collaborated with the foreign 
powers. The U.S., Britain, France and Japan enjoyed 
special privileges at the expense of China's sov- 
ereignty, and carved up the country into spheres 
of economic domination. 

The working class was unmercifully exploited: 
union organizers were executed, strikes drowned in 
blood, small children were pressed into industrial 
labor under hideous factory conditions, and western 
workers routeinely paid at higher rates. In the 
countryside, petty tyrant landlords extorted high 
rent from their tenants and exacted usurious interest 
on the loans, using local bully bands tc quash 
peasant unrest. 


notably failed in this early period to wage a victor- 
ious revolutionary struggle. Under the influence of 
Party Chairman Chen Tu-hsiu, the Party largely ig- 
nored the peasantry, some 90% of the Chinese people, 
and relied entirely on the country's small working 
class of only one million which, in China's under- 
developed condition, was not strong enough by itself 
to wage a successful revolution, 

Kco, in contrast, had a deep understanding of 
the role of the peasant, serving both as Director of 
the National Institute of the Peasant Movement and 
as Secretary General of the National Peasant Asso- 
ciation. In early 1927 his investigation of the 
peasant movement in his native Hunan Province dis- 
closed the revolutionary potential of the peasants, 
a powerful force "like a hurricane " that the Party 
must build on. 

In an earlier analysis of the classes of 
Chinese society, Mao also showed how the Chinese 
workers could, in a semi-colonial situation like 
China's, cooperate closely with the progressive 
sections of other classes whose interests were opposed 
to those of imperialism. 

These conceptions, strongly resisted by the 
Party leadership of the time, were subsequently 
proven correct when the Party's urban organization 
was crushed in 1927, and when rural base areas be- 
came crucial to the revival and completion of the 
revolution. Mao's perceptive analysis here was a 
key example of his skillful application of the 
theories of Marxism-Leninism to the concrete situa- 
tion in China, enabling him to resolve problems 
that earlier revolutionary leaders had not confronted. 

While attempting to steer the party away from 
dogmatic tendencies that relied solely on the workers, 
Mao also fought the cop leadership, who subordinated 
che Party to che Kuo Min Tang, or Nationalist Party. 
The KMT, following the death of Sun Yat-sen in 
1925, became increasingly dominated by the landlords 
and merchants who financed it, and by Chiang Kai- 
shek, the KMT's leading militarist. The Communist 
Party leadership, however, continued this dangerous 
collaboration . 

The Party F^ces Disaster 

The turning point came in April, 1927, when the 
long-planned Northern Expedition, intended to liber- 
ate northern China from war-lord domination, was 
diverted towards Shanghai, the primary base of the 
Chinese working class. Under the Communist Party's 
then dominant leadership, workers were ordered to 
bury their arms and welcome Chiang' s arrival. A 
few days later, in collaboration with che imperial- 
ist powers in Shanghai, Chiang launched a massive 
attack on the Communist Party and the workers' 
organizations 9 the signal for an anti-leftist purge 
all over China, 

Worker cadres were thrown alive into: the toilers 
of steam loccmo t ives , while in the countryside venge- 
ful landlords and militarists united to slaughter 
the progressives* Women with short hair — a sign 
of liberation — were singled out for execution by 
rural reactionaries. 

debacle. 
"All 
Far from a 
more. . 


The Importance of the Peasantry 

Despite successful union organizing in the few 

industrialized cities, China's Communist Party 
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pinnies incitement to violence — an interpretation 
1 os to rod in the United States during the period of 
t.S. aggression in Viet Nam — Mao intended rather 
to emphasize the absolute necessity for a Communist 
Party to preserve its freedom of political action 
bv maintaining its own armed force. By this means 
it could prevent the dilution of its policies during 
a period of c o-operat ion with the parties that re- 
presented other social classes, while in time of 
revolutionary war the survival of the Party could 
be guaranteed in its confrontation with the armed 
power of the state. 

Joined by Chu Teh, founder of the People’s 
Liberation Army , Mao organized in 1928 the Kiangsi 
Soviet in the mountainous Chingkangshan border 
area c south east China. Here they put into practice 
their theories of guerrilla warfare, proving that 
the strategic concentration of small, under-armed 
units could win big victories over the KMT forces. 

The Kiangsi Soviet & The Long March 

Chiang Kai-shek’s attack on the left effectively 
destroyed the great national unity built up during 
the 20' s. Japanese imperialism took advantage of 
the moment to seize China’s north eastern provinces, 
establishing the puppet state of "Manchukuo" under 
a former Emperor of China. As Japan consolidated its 
hold over the people of the north east and its 
timber, coal, and iron, Chiang pursued his attack on 
the Communists, launching wave after wave of "final 
extermination drives" against the Soviet ’people’s 
government" base areas. 

The base areas were entirely self-reliant. In 
addition to the army, the economy was organized after 
a successful land reform, and medical and educational 
services established for the people of the area. Nor 
were these top down reforms: they depended for their 
success on the growth of political consciousness 
among the people, whose participation was the ulti- 
mate guarantee of Soviet power . 

The early thirties were also, however, the era 
of ascendant facism. Hitler sent General von Seeckt, 
founder of the illegal post-war German army, no 
advise Chiang, which resulted in the adoption of 
a policy of slow strangulation of the base areas. 
Besides this threat, the Party this time also incor- 
rectly assessed the possibility of a larger united 
front, and failed fully to support an anti-Chiang 
military revolt in nearby Fukien Province. 

Mao argued for a decisive break-through — an 
escape from Chiang’ s encirclement with the intention 
of linking up with the Yenan' Soviet in north west 
China . 

During this period Mao also confronted numerous 
erroneous analyses of the very grave political situ- 
ation China and the Party confronted. For example, 

Li Li-san and Wang Ming argued for attacks on the 
cities and for general strikes, in a period when there 
were no possibilities for victory. During the Long 
March itself, Chang Kuo-tao urged a retreat to Tibet 
and eventually deserted to the KMT. Despite terrible 
suffering in which probably only one in ten actually 
survived, the Long March to Yenan proved to be the 
way to maintain the strength and cohesion of the Party 
and the army for the future. 

The superiority of Mao’s leadership was recog- 
nized in the course of the Long March itself, and 


he was elected Party Chairman in the beginning of , 
1935 . 

Japan Ac.': acks 

Meanwhile, Japanese imperialism had resumed the 
offensive s expanding from its holdings in north east- 
ern China and menacing Peking, Under Mao’s direction, 
the Party began to call for a united front of all 
elements opposed to Japanese aggression, gradually 
expanding scope to include even Chiang Kai-shek in 
the interest of national salvation, 

Chiang angrily spurned these efforts at co- 
operation and ordered his north western commander, 
Chang Hsueh-liang , to wipe out the Yenan base. A 
native of the north east who was driven out by the 
Japanese, Chang instead engineered a kidnapping of 
Chiang Kai-shek in December, 1936 in order to force 
the formation of a national united front against 
imperialism. (As a result of this "treason" Chang 
is kept a prisoner on Taiwan to this day.) 

Chou En-lai successfully worked out a settlement 
whereby Chiang’ s life was spared and a united front 
was promised. Seven months later, the Japanese 
attacked across the Marco Polo bridge near Peking, 
effectively opening World War II, 

At the outset of the Japanese invasion the Red 
Army and the KMT forces co-operated, but while the 
Red Army's guerrilla warfare, based on close support 
from China's peasants, successfully liberated large 
areas from Japanese control, Chiang’ s regular units 
were chopped up. By 1941, Chiang, contending that 
the "Japanese are a disease of the skin, while the 
Communists are a disease of the heart,” ordered 
attacks on the Communist forces. At the close of 
the war. to Lhe uispair of U.S. aid chief General 
Stillwell. Chiang held back troops and hoarded 
supplies m preparation for a post-war assault on 
the Communists* 

Defeat of Chiang and Building a New China 

With Japan defeated, Chiang Kai-shek renewed 
the war on the Communists in July, 1946. Mao then 
saw the possibilities of strategically employing 
the three great weapons of the revolution — the 
Party to give leadership, the army to carry out 
the military struggle, and rhe united front to win 
over i gressive forces in order to isolate the 
most reactionary elements. 

Wallowing in generous provisions of U.S, aid, 
Chiang Kai-shek wasted his strength in land-grabbing 
efforts that he was unable tc consolidate, China’s 
masses increasingly demanded the end of KMT dic- 
tatorship, civil war, and ruinous economic condi- 
tions, and whole units of Chiang’ s army began to 
surrender . 

Barely three years after Chiang launched the 
civil war, Mao stood on the Gate of Heavenly Peace 
in Peking on October 1 , 1949, to proclaim the 
foundation of the People’s Republic, ending with 
the ringing declaration that "China has stood up„" 

Mao proved equally adept in the construction 
of socialist China. Following the post-Korean war 
period jf consolidation, he promoted the 

Great Leap Forward in 1959 to move the country out 
of underdevelopment* Although ridiculed in the 
West by politicians and journalists, the campaign 
in fact awakened China 1 s millions to the priority 
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of socialist construction and built confidence in 
their ability to transform material reality . Mao’s 
faith in the liberated energy of the masses, so clear- 
ly demonstrated during the resistance and revolution- 
ary wars, was vindicated as China became the first 
developing country able to construct its own long- 
span bridges, steam locomotives and freighters 0 In 
1964 China also developed defensive atomic weapons 
while pledging never to initiate nuclear conflict. 

In the 1960’s, under Mao’s leadership China at- 
tacked head-on the domestic and international line 
of the Soviet Union, especially attacking the USSR’s 
armed intervention in Czechoslovakia and its promo- 
tion of the ’’peaceful transition to socialism” thesis. 
At the same time, China provided close support for 
the peoples of Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia in cheir 
struggle with U.S. imperialism, and for the anti- 
colonial struggles in Africa, 

The Cultural Revolution 

Internally during the 60’ s, Mao led China in 
one of the most remarkable political developments in 
history — the attack on a ruling Communist Party 
led by its own Chairman. Warning the Party ’’Never 
forget the class struggle,” Mao became alarmed at 
the replication within China of some of the same 
policies Khruschev had already introduced in the 
Soviet Union — increasing privileges for industrial 
managers and Party officials, and the use of incen- 
tive payments to increase individual productivity 
while reducing the scope of worker control. 

Mao saw that this trend subverted revolutionary 
spirit and weakened political consciousness. In this 
way the aim of Marx and Lenin — a society in which, 
with classes abolished, working people could organize 
production to meet their own needs, was being aban- 
doned. Here lay the genesis of Mao’s last major re- 
volutionary effort, the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution, launched in 1966. 

The basis of the Cultural Revolution was the con- 
ception that bourgeois ideas and elements can de- 
velop even after the formal institution of socialism. 
Although a country may be organized as a socialist 
society, the persisting inequalities between Party 
and people, between city and. country , between manager 
and worker, provide the social base for the rise of 
a new bourgeoisie. 

As students and workers deepened their criticism 
of current practices, President Liu Shao-chi inter- 
vened to blunt the campaign. Mao then launched the 
successful all-out struggle, supported by radical 
workers, students and the army, to return China to the 
revolutionary road. 

The achievements of the Cultural Revolution 
can be seen everywhere in China today: the commit- 
ment to ’’serve the People," taking its title from one 
of Mao’s essays, in medicine; the opening of educa- 
tional opportunities to the children of workers and 
peasants, on the basis of selection by their peers; 
the introduction of new cultural forms appropriate 
for a country under the direction of working people; 
the abolition of ranks in the army; reduction of 
wages of top-level personnel in scale with those of 
workers; encouragement of workers’ committees to 
organize and criticize production. In addition, 
continued efforts are being made to raise the ideo- 
logical understanding the people have of their own 
society, through on-going campaigns to criticize 
the work of top leaders. 


Contribution to Revolution 

Mac Tsetung has made an immense contribution to 
the science of revolution,, adding new developments 
to the body of theory left by Marx and Lenin,, In 
concretely applying their work to the situation in 
China, he found correct solutions to political prob- 
lems oi enormous gravity, vastly broadening the 
world’s revolutionary heritage. In particular 9 his 
understanding of the strategy of the united front 
as a means for winning a revolution, and his criti- 
que of modern revisionism as a means of preserving 
that revolution, will guide those striving to build 
a world without imperialism or deprivation 0 

Ultimately Mao’s success rests on correct as- 
sessment of the capabilities of people, in their 
capacity to grasp the essence of a political problem 
and implement its solution in cheir own lives * As 
he put it himself, "The people ; and only the people, 
are the motive force of history,” 

Mao leaves behind an exceptional revolutionary 
life, one filled with struggle and with the courage 
to draw scientific conclusions from the evidence, 
even if he had to ’’swim against the tide.” He per- 
sonally suffered the loss of his first wife, mur- 
dered by a KMT war-lord, and his son, killed by 
Americans in Korea,, Yet he remained firm in the prin- 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism, grappling with the 
’’ thousand great deeds that cry out to be done.” 
Mourning in the face of such a contribution seems 
inappropriate* Rather, progressive people everywhere 
will examine his thought anew tc draw lessons for 
the present period, ^ 

************ ********************* ******************* 
REPORT URGES MORE CURBS ON ISRAEL v S ARAB POPULATION 

NEW YORK (LNS) — A report by an Israeli govern- 

ment official bluntly states that rcore steps should be 
taken to limit the population of Arabs in the Galilee 
region of Israel before they outnumber Jews there. 

The contents of the report was disclosed on Septem- 
ber 8 by an Israeli newspaper. 

The report^ written by Israel Koenig, the Min- 
istry of Interior’s chief official in the Galilee 
region, said that by 1978, Israeli Arabs in the area 
would outnumber Jews. Such a situation, the report 
warned, could threaten Israeli rule there. 

Arabs in Israel became unwilling citizens of 
the country after 1948 when Zionists seized control 
of Palestinian land and proclaimed the state of 
Israel, Another 3 million Palestinians live abroad 
as refugees, unable to return to their homes. At 
the end of 1974, Israeli Arabs constituted about 
47% of the 520,000 residents in the northern Galilee 
region. The figure will rise to 51% in 1978, accord- 
ing to the report. 

The report recommended that a hard line be 
taken against the growth of the Arab population. 
Proposed measures include a mere rapid increase of 
Jewish settlements in areas with heavy Arab concen- 
trations, a decrease in subsidies to Israeli Arabs 
with large families, and a program encouraging 
Arab youngsters to study abroad and then remain there 

Israeli policy against Arabs in Galilee has 
already led to large protests „ Nearly Vhe entire 
Arab population of the area joined in a massive 
general strike last March, which ended after police 
and army gunfire killed six Palestinians and 
wounded 70. —30- 
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l.s. CONTINUES MASSIVE ECONOMIC AND MILITARY SUPPORT 
TO TAIWAN: PREVENTS NORMALIZED RELATIONS WITH CHINA 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Twenty-seven years after the 
victory of the Chinese Revolution, the United States 
continues military support to the rightist Taiwan 
regime, preventing the normalization of relations 
between the U.S. and the People’s Republic of China. 

The U. S. government has been increasingly 
turning its back on the Shanghai Communique signed 
with China in 1972, in which both sides agreed that 
"progress towards the normalization of relations 
between China and the United States is in the 
interests of all countries." 

The obstacle in the course of normalized re- 
lations is continued U.S. intervention on the 
island of Taiwan. The U.S. is not living up to 
its acknowledgement in the 1972 Communique that 
"all Chinese on either side of the Taiwan Strait 
maintain that there is but one China and that 
Taiwan is a part of China. The United States Govern- 
ment does not challenge that position. It reaffirms 
its interest in a peaceful settlement of the Taiwan 
question by the Chinese themselves. With this pro- 
spect in mind, it affirms the ultimate objective 
of withdrawal of all U,S. forces and military in- 
stallations from Taiwan." 

US, build-up Since the Shanghai Communique 

What steps has the U.S. taken since 1972 to 
carry out this 'ultimate objective"? A small 
withdrawal of troops in June, 1975 was more than 
c omu, U alaac ed by the expansion of military, 
economic and political ties. Paul Lin, director 
of the Center for East Asian Studies at McGill 
University in Montreal summarizes the developments 
as follows: 

**The Ford administration’s current arms sales pro- 
gram of more than $200 million is intended to beef 
up the Taiwan military in the eventuality that the 
U.S. may have to ease out its own forces. Since 
June, the administration has agreed to sell Taiwan 
a Jiighly advanced radar defense system to double 
Taiwan's holdings of Hawk ground-to-air missiles, 
and to extend credit to the Northrop Corporation 
to build 100 F-5E jet fighters on Taiwan by 1978. 

The U.S. withdrew a few F-5E’s from Taiwan last 
year . 

**Since 1973, U.S. arms sales to Taiwan nearly 
doubled through the use of long-term, low-interest 
loans . 

**Amer ican investment on Taiwan has expanded, with 
major rew projects by such corportaions as Ford 
Motor and Union Carbide. The Export-Import Bank 
recently gave the island a loan for the construction 
of two nuclear plants, and several American companies 
are exploring for oil in the Taiwan Straits. 

**Amer lean trade with Taiwan increased from $1.5 
billion in 1971 to $3.7 billion in 1975. 

**Since the signing of the Shanghai Communique, 
the U.S. has allowed the Taiwan regime to set up 
five new consulates in the U.S., bringing the total 
to 15--more than any other foreign government. 

E arly U.S. Intervention in the Chinese Province 

After World War II the U.S. supported Chiang 
Kai-shek with $6 billion in his civil war against 


the Chinese people. Outright U.S. intervention on 
Taiwan— China’ s island province where Chiang Kai- 
shek’s reactionary forces fled as they were losing 
to the People's Liberation Army in the Chinese 
Civil War — began on June 27, 1950. At that time. 
President Truman ordered military intervention in 
Indochina, Korea and Taiwan. The three-pronged^ 
U.S. strategy was intended to contain the People s 
Republic of China , declared less than a year 
earlier. 


At the end of the Korean War in 1954 the U.S. 
and Chiang Kai-shek’s government signed a "Mutual 
Security Treaty" justifying continued U.S. mili- 
tary occupation *ofi -Taiwan v i Since then, the treaty 
has been reinforced by U.S. military and economic 
exDansion on the island. 


Shift in International Recognition 

During the years of U.S. refusal to recognize 
the People’s Republic of China, more and more 
countries formed economic and diplomatic relations 
with China. An overwhelming number of countries 
voted the PRC into the U.N. in 1971 and voted out 
the Taiwan government as the representative of the 
Chinese people. 


Finally, the U.S. was forced to abandon its 
attempts to isolate China, resulting in President 
Nixon’s visit to Peking and the signing of the 
1972 Shanghai Communique. 

The view of the Chinese government, upheld 
by many in the U.S. and abroad, is that the U.S. 
must pull out of Taiwan before relations with 
China can be realized; and that the settlement of 
the Taiwan issue is an internal affair to be 
settled by the Chinese alone. 

And the official statement issued on the death 
of Mao Tes-tung by the Chinese government, reiter- 
ated that "We are determined to liberate Taiwan.” 


* 


* 


* 


A conference of national organizations In 
support of normalizing U.S. -Chinese relations 
will be held this December t For more information, 
contact the U.S. -China Peoples Friendship Associa- 
tion at 2700 W. Third St. Rm. 102, Los Angeles, 
California 90057. 

-30- 

***************** ******************************** 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT: GOOD FOR THE HEALTH 

NEW YORK (LNS) — "Society is entitled to 
revenge, pure and simple. It’s for society’s 
own good health and well being. It has a clean- 
sing effet," says Iowa Attorney General Richard 
Turner about the death penalty. 

Should capital punishment be reinstituted in 
Iowa, Turner favors hanging because "it’s the 
American way of execution.” 

-30- 

************************************************* 
LABOR DEPT. FIGHTS EMPLOYMENT 

NEW YORK (LNS) — With many workers losing 
their 1 jobs to machines, the Secretary of Labor 
has come up with a way to help process their 
unemployment cases: automation of all federal and 

§tate unemployment offices within the next three 
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MASS STERILIZATION IN INDIA 
by Ashok Mukher j i 

(Editor's note: The following cuticle, edited 
slightly by LNS 3 appeared in the New Asia News bulle- 
tin. New Asia News is a news service located in 
Tokyo* Japan). 

TOKYO, Japan (NAN/LNS) — "The farmers ceil us 
the reason we go hungry is that we have toe many 
children. " 

The scene: a village in the heart cf India, 
Thirty women, untouchable laborers;, speak with bit- 
terness of their poverty, helplessness and resent- 
ment against the government which has left them worse 
off than in the days of British rule when "we earned 
less but our stomachs were full." They do field 
work at 15 cents a day and several hoors of housework 
in addition; on the days when they car/ t get work 
they try to sell grass in the market and "go to 
sleep starving." 

The large landowners in this area farm with 
hired labor but do not invest in the land There is 
little irrigation and production is the lowest in 
India while the people 1 s labor power, which could 
develop the land, goes wasted. Still, "they tell us 
we 1 re poor because we have too many children " 

A year later in the above village and similar 
ones throughout the region: a knock at the door of a 
mud hut. There stands the stout-bellied village 
headman and two police. "How many children do you 
have?" If the answer is three, the father or mother 
is hauled to a village office, laid out on a table 
and sterilized. Those who protest are arrested: 

India, after all, is under a State <5f Emergency. 

For six months after the declaration of Emer- 
gency on June 25, 1975, the dictatorial powers of 
the regime were used to jail political opponents, 
crush working class demonstrations and strikes, level 
slum areas and create a pretense of serving the 
poor through the jailing of smugglers and the con- 
struction of flimsy houses for landless laborers. 

Then in January, the government began to use its 
powers to enforce family planning, which in India 
meant no playing around with "uncertain" methods 
like pills, loops or condoms, but massive, forced 
sterilization operations. 

In the states which went ahead with vigorous 
enforcement, quotas were assigned to districts and 
villages. Twenty operations by the end of the week, 
the headman is told, If there are no volunteers, the 
police are sent. Poor peasants spend nights hiding 
in the fields. "We call it 'coercive persuasion,™ 
say government officials blandly. 

"There have been hundreds of operations in ray 
village," says one young factory worker. "It’s a 
terrible atrocity. There should be family planning, 
but not this way. There is no medicine, no water; 
people are operated on at the roadside and carried 
back in bullock carts to their villages. It’s the 
middle of the agricultural season so everyone has 
work and must work, but they can’t. Women are getting 
it worse than men." 

In the small town of Barsi in Maharashtra a 
quota of 1,000 operations was set for the week ending 
February 3, 1976. According to a reporter for Fulcrum 
magazine in Bombay, 1,042 were performed, overwhelm- 


ingly on men. To do this the police snatched up 
visiting peasants on trucks, and operated not only 
on men of reproductive age, but on those too old to 
have children, on men 4 months married, on men who 
had already had operations « "What do you care? 

You’ll get 50 rupees/’ 

In several states it was recently declared a 
"misconduct" for government employees to have more 
than two children . In Delhi and elsewhere, school 
teachers were told to bring in 3 volunteers each — 
via pressure on their students — or lose pay and - 
benefits . 

In many areas the poor were told to bring 
operation certificates before they could get jobs at 
government work sixes cr any government welfare 
benefits. In municipal hospitals, doctors under pres- 
sure to show "results" refused to perform ordinary 
operations unless the patient signed approval for 
a sterilization „ 

Compulsion had been preceded by a widespread 
propaganda campaign estimating that with 2 million 
operations a year the "problem" could be solved. 

Some states, such as Punjab and Maharashtra, pro- 
posed compulsory family planning bills, promising 
as many as one million sterilizations a year. 

The first intensified drive was directed at 
men and generally remained so especially in the cl 
cities. But in more remote villages it seems the 
state was going after women also. According to offi- 
cial figures, 888,900 men and 945,000 women were 
sterilized in 1975, although the women’s operation 
is much mere complicated and dangerous. The govern- 
ment has set a target cf 4.3 million sterilizations 
fox 1976. 

The campaign was also identified with Sanjay 
Gandhi, Prime Minister Indira Gandhi’s pro-right 
and anti- communist son, and reflected, also, an 
increasing yielding to pressure from the West. 

Sanjay began touring villages to say that the old 
slogan "Two or three — enough" has now changed: 
two is the number. All over Delhi, billboards 
appeared: "You have two, that will do — Sanjay 
Gandhi . ” 

But it is the government’s Emergency powers 
that have turned this simple "campaign” into a 
massive assault on the rural and urban poor. Family 
planning is important for all countries, but in 
practice, India’s program has not given people 
access tc techniques so that women can "control 
their bodies;" rather, it has increasingly become 
the state’s control of bodies. 

The policy also involves the propagation of 
the official idee logy of family planning: the idea 
that '’population causes poverty" in many ways fits 
the prejudices of the bureaucratic elite. Government 
officials, experts, professors and planners speak 
and write about India’s vast masses as if they were 
an inert, dull force to be cajoled, forced or 
manipulated into "progress." 

A large section of the lower middle classes 
has also been brought up to believe that the problem 
is too many children. Landowners, meanwhile, can 
freely use this cliche to disclaim responsibility 
for the misery of their laborers. 

T c is doubtful if India’s more sophisticated 
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rulers really believe the ideology* There are too 
many Indian agricultural experts saying that India 
could relatively easily double its food production, 
hven the California Farm Bureau has estimated that 
if India had rice yields at the level of Japan it 
could easily feed all of southeast Asia. 

But real agricultural development would involve 
both investment and large scale mobilization of 
human labor power; it would have to be part of an 
integrated program of development that would both 
build an internal market and provide work for the 
masses . 

This, however, is not the development policy 
that the government of India has been following. 
Increasingly since the Emergency, in spite of 
rhetoric of self-reliance, the emphasis has been on 
production for export, and on reliance on western 
multinationals, and production cooperation ventures 
with the Soviet Union to push industrial growth. 
According to K.N. Raj, a leading Indian economist, 
this is simply the ’’Brazilian model," which requires 
a relatively small but "disciplined" labor force. 

There has been resistance to compulsory family 
planning in India. Most of this has been spontaneous, 
for under threat of arrest under Emergency regula- 
tions, no political party has been able to organize 
opposition, though the Muslim League has spoken out 
more strongly against it. 

The greatest clash occurred in April in Delhi. 
Thousands of Muslim, Hindu and Sikh slum dwellers 
rioted, protesting both compulsory sterilization and 
the levelling of a long-established slum colony. 
Though over sixty people were killed, the news was 
suppressed. 

The government drive, which hit its peak in 
the first months of 1976, has subsided , now. A nation- 
wide bill for compulsory sterilization was rejected; 
instead the "age at marriage" was raised. But even 
though police are no longer sent around to enforce 
the regulations, terrific pressures remain. For 
the Indian government, the people are not the coun- 
try’s most precious resource , but its greatest 
threat . 

— 30 — 

(SEE GRAPHICS to go with this story.) 

******* ****************** ************************** 

"OPEN HOUSING" STILL ISN’T OPEN TO WOMEN 

NEW YORK (Law and Poverty/LNS) — Despite laws 
against sex discrimination, "open housing" still 
isn’t open to women, according to a recent report 
funded by the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) . 

The study, entitled "Women and Housing: A Re- 
port on Sex Discrimination in Five American Cities," 
was conducted by the National Council of Negro 
Women under HUD contract. Based on a field study 
and public hearings in Atlanta, St. Louis, San 
Antonio, San Francisco, and New York, the study says 
that women, especially single, widowed or divorced 
women, are discriminated against in both the rental 
and home buying markets. 

lousing discrimination against women, "his- 
torically has been overt," says the report, but 
"today it is increasingly subtle, disguised by 
ruses, or hidden behind superficially neutral 


criteria such as marital status.” 

-30- 
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UNLISTED PHONE NUMBERS GIVEN ON REQUEST 
TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIES 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Over 50 federal, state and 
local agencies ranging from the FBI and the CIA to 
New York City’s Taxi and Limousine Commission have 
access to hnlisted tleephone numbers according to 
national A.T.&T. policy. 

A.T.&T. recommends that its member telephone 
companies release the unlisted phone numbers to 
law enforcement agencies or other governmental uilits 
that have subpoena power, but it does not require 
subpoenas. And the company’s policy, described as 
"long standing" by an A.T.&T. spokesperson, has never 
been articulated to subscribers who request — and pay 
extra for — unlisted numbers. 

"We treat the information as confidential 
as far as we- re concerned," said spokesperson 
Donald Raymond, "and we only release it under valid 
legal process." The company defines "valid legal 
process" as subpoenas, search warrants, administra- 
tive summonses and "lawful demand" — the easiest 
and most common provision under which the phone num- 
bers are released. 

A.T.&T. ? s policy came to light in testimony 
before the House Government Information and Individual 
Rights Subcommittee. "It is shocking that the 
privacy of customers receives so little consideration," 
said subcommittee chairwoman Bella Abzug, "and it 
is truly adding insult to injury to charge millions 
of dollars a year for supposedly keeping these 
numbers unlisted." 

-30- 

************************************************** 

ALMOST HALF OF ALL ELIGIBLE VOTERS 
DON’T VOTE 

NEW YORK (LNS) — If the 1976 presidential 
election holds little meaning for you, you’re not 
alone. According to a recent study, approximately 
70 million qualified, voting-aged Americans — 10 
million more than in 1972 — are expected to avoid 
the polls on November 2. 

That figure, says Peter D. Hart Research 
Associates, is nearly half of the eligible voting 
population. 

Why the lack of interest? The study reports 
that two-thirds of those non-voters have lost in- 
terest because "candidates say one thing and then 
do another," or because "it doesn’t make any dif- 
ference who is elected.” 

Add all those who don’t vote in the upcoming 
election together with those who vote for the loser, 
and Americans will have presented an overwhelming 
mandate against the presidential winnner. 

-30- 

************************************************** 

HALF THE MONTH IS ALREADY GONE BY. IF YOU HAVEN’T 
PAID YOUR SEPTEMBER BILL, PLEASE DO IT NOW. 
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£iafh?cf? to go with this article). 


N E a t VO RK C I 77 • 2 FREE UNIVERSITY SYSTEM ENDS: 
30 .,030 FEWER STUDENTS ENROLL 


NiW v qpk 'v eNS .) -- M Do not let the imposition 
tuition fi’op you from pursuing your education at 


o f 

C- i ty vo liege,” instructs an informational leaflet 
distributed Ly the administration to students 
registering here this fall. City College -- 
along w j i the ether two and four year colleges 
in New Votk City’s University system (CUNY) -- 
is charging admission for the first time in 
its 129- year history. 


However, judging from the 17 per cent decline 
in CUNY enrollment this fall, more than 30,000 
students -sr e abandoning their hopes for higher 
education. They are unable to pay the yearly 
tuition rate of $925*00 for junior and senior stu- - 
dents y rind $7 73 for first and second year stu- 
dents. despite " financial assistance' 1 programs 
offered by the federal, stare and city govern- 
men ts . 


The imposition of tuition is just one in 
a series o t blows rtsu is phasing out the avail- 
ability of a higher education to the city's poor 
and min o r 1 1 y student s , 

The policy of open, admissions, won after mas- 
sive black and Latino student and community pro- 
tests in the late sixties, was ended during the 
last s*. Loci year. One of the most progressive 
steps in higher education in the country, this 
policy allowed students to enter one of the city's 
twenty two- or four-year colleges, regardless of 
their high school grades, and offered special 
"supportive services" such as tutoring and coun- 
sel ing . 

"The people who were dropped were the poor- 
est, and it’s also racial -- mainly Asians, 
blacks and Puerto Ricans," Cheryl Rudder told LNS . 
President of the Student Senate, Rudder is also 
a member of United Peoples, a campus group in- 
volved in organizing the students against tuition. 

Current cutbacks have also slashed the sup- 
port services, and special programs while drop- 
ping a staggering 28 per cent of CUNY's faculty 
and staff. A relatively large proportion of 
laid off faculty were Third World. 

"Everything was in a cloud of secrecy — 
nobody knew what was happening," Rudder said. 

"They want to get rid of 100,000 students 
out of CUNY. They set up a series of obstacles." 
Among the obstacles are proposed admissions re- 
quirements for incoming students. And "if you 
need remedial courses," Rudder continued, "they've 
all been cut back but are still required." 

Rudder also cited the phasing out of the SEEK 
program , . which had provided financial aid and 
services to poor and minority students. 

The first day of registration at City College 
was delayed by a demonstration calling for the 
reinstatement of free tuition and open admissions 
at CUNY. Protesters also blasted the recent lay- 
offs of progressive black, Hispanic and other 
faculty members. 
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However, registration continued after five 
of the protesters were arrested. Four of them 
were members of Black Economic Survival, which 
includes construction workers and other members of 
the largely Third World West Harlem community. 

Financial Aid 

During registration, students waited as long 
as five hours on lines winding through seemingly 
endless corridors, to determine their eligibility 
for the various financial assistance programs. 

A system of federal, city and state aid was 
offered to virtually all eligible students, 
based on family income. The state's Tuition As- 
sistance Program (TAP) offers "up to full tuition" 
for all full time students. The city's CUNY As- 
sistance program is for part time students. And 
the Basic Educational Opportunity Grant (BEOG) is 
a federal program offering up to $1200 a year for 
living and education-related expenses. 

Many students seemed resigned to the tuition 
charges and had confidence in the promised finan- 
cial assistance. However, others didn't believe 
that TAP funds would go as far as they were prom- 
ised. 


A CCNY Student-Community Fact Sheet stated 
that the $35 million allocated for CUNY TAP 
awards, divided among the 100,000 eligible stu- 
dents, would yield an average award of only $205 
per student per year. 

Also ominous was an affidavit required of 
all students seeking aid. This form, which must 
be signed before the student can register, gives 
power of attorney to the college to use the finan- 
cial assistance gained by the student as it sees 
fit. According to the Student Senate, this will 
make it possible for federal living grants to 
be automatically applied to tuition, if state 
grants are insufficient. 

The affidavit also states that if a grant is 
insufficient to pay the complete tuition costs 
(and if the student cannot come up with- the 
balance in the 60-day period allowed) he or she 
will be barred from classes, will not be allowed - 
to register in subsequent registrations, and will 
not be allowed to have any transcripts released. 

-30- 

************** ****************************** ***** 
I.R.S. AUDITS POOR MORE 

Indianapolis, in. (law and poverty/lns)— A lthough 

the Internal Revenue Service insists that audited 
returns are mostly chosen at random, a recent fed- 
eral study shows that the lower the income, the 
higher the chancecof IRS scrutiny. 

In 1974, 3.6 percent of returns with income 
under $10,000 and with itemized deductions were 
audited, compared with only 2.4 per cent audited 
in the $10,000 to $50,000 group. Moreover, the 
IRS recovered 61 per cent of claims against those 
in the under $10,000 bracket and only 39 per cent 
against those in the $500,000 to $1 million brack- 
et. 

-30- 
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NEW FILM, "WORKING STEEL," 

DOCUMENTS HAZARDS OF FOUNDRY WORK 

:V U * mwvninc, day after day, week after 
:rs :■ a auarter of a million American 
wrkrrp Ocoi.r ' 10 day in the nations 

va ‘ M: ' rtooL founaries. And every day, two hun - 

•-’k* seventy of those workers will he injured. 

"...Ane out of every three full-time foundry 
::rkorc will }:*> injured every year - ~< more than 
trr'ee the injury rate of other manufact - ' ’ na jobs. 
Ana in a thousand will die from their injuries- - 
seventy deaths and seventy thousand injuries every 
year . " 

--from the film rr Working Steel . " 

NEW YORK (LNS) --The iron, steel, and other 
metal parts of our ships, trains, bridges and sky- 
scrapers are all created, amidst cascades of sparks 
and r 'lowing clouds of smoke, in the cavernous 
halls of the nation’s f >«ndries. Although they use 
iron and steel products daily, few people are aware 
of the hazardous nature of foundry work. Often 
even the foundry workers themselves are unaware of 
the hidden dangers that make their job one of the 
most hazardous in American industry: d! senses such 
as emphysema, cancer and silicosis. 

"Working Steel" is a documentary film that 
takes a hard look at those hazards. It is a rare 
combination of well-researched narrative on health 
and safety, and a vivid view of the inside of 
American foundries through the eyes of the foundry 
worker. 

Made in several foundries on the West Coast, 
the film follows the processes of the foundry with 
periodic cuts to workers talking about their jobs. 
The interviews are poignant and oiten tragic. ”0h, 
I’ve seen people hurt. I’ve seen a lot of guys get 
killed here," one worker says . 

Another man t u 1 k s about the accident in which 
he lost his shoulder ^nd arm- "This would never 
had happened had the X- :s been covered like they 
should have been." 

The workers r^'Mj ly gave their lunch and break 
time to talk with . . .makers Ken Light and Charles 
West and to discuss the hazards and injuries they 
have seen and experienced. 

The severity of those injuries ranges from 
minor to gruesome. Third degree burns, crushed 
limbs and amputations are common. Countless other 
workers are deafened, crippled or killed by foundry 
hazards fur which there are few statistics. Hear- 
ing loss, cviKV -• , eh.'on 11 tii'*' ’Case ; heavy metal 
O',', sou? o ' • » n * ■ Ecu 1 ' <• sc*a'-*o can result 

J ij 1 !: r J V c i; .OUilUlO xlldu • : - 

"Working Steel" is a powerful film. The spec- 
tacle of molten metal, clouds of dust and fumes, 
and the ear shattering noise give a strong sense 
of the power and danger of the foundry industry. 

The 20 minute 16 mm film is in black and white, em- 
phasizing the stark contrast between the glowing 
metal and dark caverns which make up the dangerous 
working environment of a quarter of a million Ameri- 
can workers. 

" How long will it take?” concludes ’’Working 
Steel." "How much disease, how many deaths and 
injuries will there be before a (foundry) worker 

has the right to work in a clean, safe place?” 

* * * 

LI BLEAT I ON 1 - c v; s S e r v i c c 


’’Working Steel” can be ordered from Labor 4 

Occupational Health Program (LOHP) Films, Insti- 
tute of Industrial Relations, 2521 Channing Way, 
Berkeley, Cal. 14720, Small groups: $30, pu.-lic 
showings with admission, $50; print sale, $175. 

Rentals order at least 30 days in advance. 

— 30 — 

*************************************************** 

POLITICAL ’’LOYALTY” STILL AN UNDERGROUND ISSUE 
WITH CIVIL SERVICE JOBS 

NEW YORK (LNS) --The Civil Service Commission 
announced in early September that it has ordered the 
deletion of three questions about political loyalty 
from the form used to apply for most federal jobs. 

The questions related to membership, in the Communist 
Party of any group that advocates the violent over- 
t : “'ow of the government. But political ’’loyalty” 
is S'till an issue; it has merely gone underground. 

According to recent congressional testimony, 
the Civil Service Commission routinely relies on the 
"subversive” intelligence files of local police agen- 
cies--commonly referred to as ”red squads”-- while 
investigating the backgrounds of applicants for 
federal jobs. 

”The fact that the questions were deleted from 
the questionnaire does not lessen the commission’s 
responsibility to inquire into and resolve any ques- 
tion of an individual’s loyalty,” Robert J. Drummond, 
head of the commission’s bureau of personnel, told 
a congressional subcommittee, 

Drummond also noted that while the questions 
have been deleted, federal job applicants will con 
finue to be advised that, should they be considered 
for appointment to a sensitive position, ’’you may 
be asked to provide such information.” 

The Civil Service c 'Yicial then explained the 
commission's loyalty requirements to the subcommittee. 
Under the new Federal Privacy Act, said Drummond, 
individuals are entitled to examine a copy of any 
civil service file maintained on them. By law, the 
commission has a responsibility not to maintain a 
record of an individual’s exercise of First Amend- 1 
ment rights, including the freedoms of speech and 
assembly, unless that information is relative to 
"fitness” for federal employment, 

If citizens who see their files have questions 
about the presence of such information, it will be 
deleted, said Drummond. However, he acknowledged 
that information about "subversive” affiliations is 
considered an appropriate measure of "fitness” and 
will not be expunged. —30 

**rt>M*** 4**^4**.***.***;**. <•.*•******* ******************** 

"in the distance, giant furnaces vomit pillars of 
fire, the lurid flashes accentuating a line of frame 
structure,'. , dillapidated and miserable. They are the 
homes of the workers who have created the industrial 
glory of Pittsburgh, reared its millionaire its Car- 
negie s and Fricks. 

"The sight fills me with hatred of the perverse 
social justice that turns the needs of mankind into an 
Inferno of brutalizing toil. It robs man of his soul, 
drives the sunshine from his life, degrades him lower 
than the beasts, ccnd between the millstones of divine 
bliss and hellish torture, ■ ..-.ids lesh and blood into 
iron and steel, transmutes human lives into gold, gold, 
countless gold. " 

—Alexander Berkman, describing steel workers' 

conditions in 1892. 
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TOP LEFT: Mao so a young nan (far* -1 ght ) , 
standing next to hi; traditional ly-nrinded 
father, with whom was of fen in conflict. 

Goes with ari'de about Mao cn page 1. 

TOP RIGHT. Liberation Army ? oi dier; , aboard 
a track bearing portraits of Mao and Cnu 
Teh, entering Shanghai in 1948. 

Goes with a-'tic.’e on Mao on page 


SECOND LEFT. Chinese soldiers, wearing captured 
Japanese uniforms, studying at Yenart in 1939, 
The test for tne day is "Down with Japanese 
1 ripen a I ism." 

Goes wi tv art’s le about Mao cn page 1 , 


BOTTOM RIGnT: A rural clinic in Tibet. The 
"Serve the people” campaign during the Cul- 
tural Resolution of the I960' s stressed the 
delivery of medical services t /i the people 
m the countryside. 

Goes with article about Mao on page I. 


THIRD LEFT; Map shewing route of the 8,000-niile 
Long March from tne Kfangsi Soviet to Yer.an. 

Mao we; elected Chairman of the Party at Tsunyi 
in January, 1935. 

Goes with article on Mao cn page I. 


BOiIOM LEFT, Mao reviewing Red A~my troops during 
the Long Ma^ch, 1934. 

Goes with article about Mao on page 1 . 
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